The Maid of Ballymacool Discussion Questions


Grab a cuppa and settle down for a chapter or two with Brianna and Michael in Ballymacool. What predictions do you have for this book based on the cover and title?

Brianna’s pendant is important to her because it’s all she has left of her family. What special item do you have in your life that helps you remember your family or has sentimental meaning for you?

When Michael arrives at Ballymacool, Finnuala says, “Well, if there’s to be drama, that brought by a flustering gentleman is the kind you want.” Do you agree—is drama from a gentleman the kind you want in fiction? Or do you prefer other types of drama more—family drama, mysteries, etc.?

This story draws inspiration from Cinderella. What similarities and what differences do you see in the two stories so far?

Finnuala tells Brianna, “If God has kept ya where ya are, that means He’s not done using ya there.” Have you seen this to be true in your life or the lives of those around you?

Brianna and Michael have been through a lot together by the end of this story! Which traits do you admire most in these two characters?

Fun fact: the working title of this book was The Redemption of Ballymacool. Would that have been a good representation of this story? Which title do you prefer?



















Extras
Photo Tour of locations in the book:

Week 1: Photo Tour of Places that Inspired the book.

[image: Kylemore Abbey - Wikipedia]

Kylemore Abbey – the original place I was brainstorming the story for. It was a convent and boarding school at one time.
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Ballymacool House Ruins – I stumbled upon drone footage similar to this photo, and I immediately was struck by the haunting and severe nature of this building. I did some research and found out the incredible history behind this house. And that’s when I knew I had to set my story here.
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Ruins of the Castlewray Estate – this is the actual home of the Wray family. While Michael Wray is a fictious character, the Wray family really did live here and serve the parish from their estate here.

[image: Castlewray, Letterkenny - PropertyPal]

View of the Castlewray grounds along the banks of the River Swilly.


Character Conversations/Intros:

Brianna: Hi, everyone! I’m Brianna Kelly. I have to say, it’s a bit strange talking to so many of you today. I’m usually by myself most of the time. If you come to Ballymacool House, you’d likely find me in the kitchen, scrubbing windows, or undertaking a myriad of other tasks between dawn and long after dusk. My days are full and exhausting, but I find joy in my weekly walks in the woods. That’s where God met me, and where I got to know Him. And it’s where I’ve found my trove of treasures. My newest find is a strange piece of metal that I really want to figure out what it is. Ope! But that’ll hafta wait. We’re getting a new boarder today—the uncle of one of our students—and I just readied his cottage.
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Michael: Good morning, friends. My name is Michael—Michael Wray. I’ve been sent to Ballymacool House to look after my unruly cousin. But between you and me, I’d rather be astride my horse, Cara, breezing through these woods surrounding us, in search of a quiet place to read my book. Alas, duty calls. Have you noticed the servant girl? Brianna? She seems so…familiar to me. I don’t suppose you know where we might’ve crossed paths? No, of course not. I’m sure you’ve noticed how that dastardly Magee treats her, though, aye? Despicable. Speaking of, here comes the headmistress now. I’ve something if import to discuss with her, so do excuse me. I hope we’ll meet up again for a cuppa. Welcome to Ballymacool.
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